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Sin, Evil, and the Glory of God

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Rom. 3:23

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Rom. 6:23

A. What We Believe

God created the universe and everything in it for His glory.  Of all living things, He created mankind uniquely in that He fashioned us in His image, to reflect certain personal and moral aspects of His glory.  In desiring to illegitimately share in that glory, Adam and Eve followed their own desires over God's and disobeyed God, thereby earning God's justice, wrath, and eternal punishment for sin, both for themselves and for all of mankind.

In addition, from that point forward, every human being was born with a fallen sin nature that naturally rejects God, with the one exception of Jesus Christ.  That sin nature is the root of the evil that every person perpetrates against God, themselves, and other human beings.  No longer does mankind naturally desire to, nor is mankind able to please God.

B. Questions/Objections Raised

1. God seems to be preoccupied with His glory and with people pleasing Him.  Isn't that self-centered of Him?
2. I don't believe the idea in hell.  What evidence is there to suggest it even exists?
3. Sin is evil, right?  Why would a good God permit evil?  Since God controls everything, that would make God the author of evil, wouldn't it?

C. Small Group Questions

1. What is the difference between a problem and a mystery?




2. What ultimate question must first and fundamentally must first be answered before beginning to address the problem of evil?







3. Why didn't God make us so that we would always choose good?









4. When we ask about the problem of evil, to what are we implicitly giving value?







5. Media mogul, Ted Turner (founder of CNN, WTBS, TNT, etc.), rejected the Christian faith after watching his younger sister die a long, painful death at age seventeen.  He said that he could no longer believe that an all-powerful and loving God was in control of the universe.  How could you respond to someone in his position?






D. Response
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